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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — COUNCIL MESSAGES 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR D.R. MICHAEL (Balcatta) [12.46 pm]: On behalf of the Leader of the House, I move — 
That for the remainder of this week, so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable 
messages from the Legislative Council to be taken into consideration on the day on which they are received. 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [12.46 pm]: The opposition will support the suspension of standing orders. 
This is not the responsibility of the acting Leader of the House or the government Whip, but I note that presently 
some 53 bills that the government has introduced have yet to pass this place. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: The other place—not this place. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Sorry. I mean the Parliament generally speaking. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: The upper house. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: In the other place. 
The reason that we are suspending standing orders, member for Cannington — 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: — is that we have five bills that are coming back — 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It is not dysfunction at all. It is mismanagement by the government, which cannot get its 
legislative agenda — 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister, you can also seek the call if you wish to. Please allow the member to continue 
his remarks. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The government cannot get its agenda together in the other place. That is the problem here. 
The government in the other place — 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The government in the other place cannot get its priorities together. Consistently, time and again, 
it changes its order of priorities for important legislation. Then we find ourselves in this place and, unfortunately, 
the government has to move a suspension of standing orders so that bills can be dealt with without delay. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: This happens every year. This is rubbish. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Every year? It does, indeed, member for Cannington, but it happens towards the end of the year. 
I have not seen this in a June sitting period before a winter break. More than 50 bills have not passed the Parliament — 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, do you seek to take interjections? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I am always enthralled by the contributions of the member for Cannington. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I will ask you to please not encourage them. Please continue your remarks and please 
keep talking through the Chair. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: There is no-one I enjoy speaking to more in this place than you, Mr Acting Speaker. 

I only point out that there are some significant pieces of legislation that, because of the government’s mishandling of 
the Parliament and its legislative agenda, have yet to pass. I am concerned that once again we are facing a suspension 
of standing orders motion to make sure that messages from the other place can be considered without delay. The 
opposition will agree to the suspension of standing orders because, of course, as the member for Cottesloe rightly 
points out, we are here to make sure that the government gets an expeditious approach to its legislative agenda for 
important legislation. 

MR D.R. MICHAEL (Balcatta) [12.49 pm] — in reply: I appreciate the opposition’s support for this motion, 
although I have to say that we heard more whinging from the Liberal Party. On every decision this government has 
taken during the COVID crisis, we have heard whinge, whinge, whinge. This is the least supportive opposition party 
in Australia. Members had a crack at all the bills in the upper house. I will not go through the speeches made by some 
members of the upper house on those bills, the time that they have taken or whether that was appropriate. There 
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are some members—this will be unpopular on my side of the chamber—of the Liberal Party in the upper house who 
I have a great deal of time for, especially the members for the North Metropolitan Region, Hon Michael Mischin 
and Hon Peter Collier. I have spent a lot of time with them. I will not go through their speeches, how long some 
of them have taken or the crack they had at us yesterday. I will not do that, but I will say that important legislation 
has come to this chamber and, first, we are about to enter the winter recess and it is completely normal, whether it 
is at the end or the middle of the year, to put through legislation that has the support of most parties and will make 
Western Australia better. Second, we are in the middle of a pandemic and some of this legislation will get jobs 
going, including the Planning and Development Amendment Bill 2020 we are about to deal with and some other 
legislation that will be coming down to this chamber. It is critical that this Parliament can deal with that legislation 
this week and that is why we need to suspend standing orders. 
Question put and passed. 
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